


A native of Langdon,  Tom Clifford was recognized 

as one of the most effective university presidents in 

the nation. He became the eighth president of 

UND in 1971, serving until 1992. Tom's history 

with UND spans over 70 years, as a UND student, 

faculty member, business dean, top administrator 

and member of UND affiliated foundation boards. 

He received his Bachelor of Science in Commerce 

in 1942 and Juris Doctorate in 1948 from UND and 

a Masters of Business Administration from Stan-

ford University.   

 

In 1950, Tom Clifford was appointed dean of the 

College of Commerce.  At the age of 29, he was the 

youngest dean in UND’s history. During his presi-

dency, a four-year medical school, Energy and En-

vironmental Research Center,  Center for Innova-

tion and aerospace science programs were devel-

oped and became world-class, multi-million dollar 

enterprises.   Tom Clifford played a key role in fa-

cilitating one of the nation's largest gifts to a public 

university, resulting in the Ralph Engelstad Arena, 

the finest college hockey facility in the world.   

Thomas J .  Cl i f ford 
Tom Clifford served in the U.S. Marine Corps during 

World War II, rising from the rank of private first 

class to major and earning the Purple Heart, Bronze 

Star and Silver Star in the Pacific Campaign. Under 

Clifford's leadership, UND evolved into the largest 

and most comprehensive university in a five-state 

region that includes North Dakota, South Dakota, 

Montana, Wyoming and Idaho.   

 

He is regarded with high esteem for his leadership, 

entrepreneurial spirit, and service to his community, 

state and nation.  Tom received the Sioux Award in 

1982, an Honorary Doctorate of Laws degree from 

UND in 2000, and was inducted into the North Da-

kota Roughrider Hall of Fame in 2002.  

 

Gayle A. (Kielty) Clifford  
A 1965 UND graduate and Grand Forks native, Gayle 

was first lady of UND from 1986 to 1992.  Her family 

owned Kielty Motors in downtown Grand Forks.  An 

entrepreneur herself, Gayle was a partner in a car 

dealership (Thomas Motors) in Thief River Falls and 

owner of Thomas Leasing and Avis Rent a Car. 

Gayle’s passions are antiques, property development, 

the stock market, and being with family and friends. 

She has served on many boards including the State 

Historical Society of North Dakota, United Hospital, 

Alpha Phi sorority, North Dakota Museum of Art and 

others.   She has developed both residential and   

Among Tom Clifford’s greatest strengths were 
his abilities to listen, guide, encourage, and 
support people of promise, many of whom were 
mavericks, rebels and innovators.  These tal-
ented people were often not at the ‘top of the 
class,’ but they had courage, passion and drive. 
Many were given a second chance by Tom Clif-
ford after others had dismissed them.   

Clifford Fellows provided by the endowment 
exemplify what Tom and Gayle Clifford believe 
in and will continue the work they have done 
personally over the past six decades - providing 
opportunities for individuals with uncommon 
promise.   The Clifford Entrepreneur Fellows 
are for ‘up and coming’ entrepreneur-minded 
leaders who can benefit from an opportunity 
not otherwise possible and are creative indi-
viduals who  aspire to succeed.  The funds may 
also be used to provide programs at the Center 
for Innovation to support the Clifford Fellows.   

The Clifford Fellows are available for a wide 
range of emerging entrepreneurial leaders en-
rolled at or affiliated with the University of 
North Dakota who wish to grow or expand an 
idea, program or initiative but would be unable 
to do so without the support of a Fellowship.   

Anonymous nominators will assist the Founda-
tion with identifying people to be considered 
for a Clifford Entrepreneur Fellow. The list of 
nominations will be constantly renewed, allow-
ing for awards throughout the year. Nomina-
tors are chosen from many professions and 
backgrounds and many people will be chal-
lenged to identify nominees who demonstrate 
exceptional creativity and promise.   

commercial property in North   

Dakota, Minnesota, and Arizona.   

Gayle is a firm believer in entrepre-

neurs, especially female entrepre-

neurs.  Gayle  was a Sioux Award 

winner in 1992. 
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